Annual “Virtual” Meeting 2021

Business Law Section of the Florida Bar Business Litigation Committee 

Meeting Minutes
Thursday, June 10, 2021
12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Giacomo Bossa, Chair Allison Leonard, Vice-Chair
Paige Greenlee, Second Vice-Chair
Judge Darrin Gayles, Federal Judicial Chair
Judge Edward LaRose, State Judicial Chair Zoom Info: Meeting Registration - Zoom
1. Pro Bono Pledge – The Chair recited the Pro Bono Committee mission.
The mission of the Pro Bono Committee is to achieve 100% participation in Pro Bono Service by Business Law Section members and attorneys in their firms.

2. Judicial Chairs were introduced and welcomed. 

3. Introductions were made. 

4. Approval of Winter Meeting Minutes
a. Avery Chapman moved to approve Winter Meeting Minutes. 
b. Maxine Long seconded the motion. 
c. The Winter Meeting Minutes were thereafter approved without opposition and noting abstentions of members of the judiciary. 

5. Chair reviewed the By-Laws of the Section and recited the purpose of committee.

6. Chair reviewed the available technology tools for the Committee’s use:
a. Manny Farach’s case update also thru mailing list.
b. Review of Committee level listserv – by Chair (clarifying difference with E-Blast) Sign up: http://lists.flabizlists.org/listinfo.cgi/bizlit-flabizlists.org

7. First Vice Chair announced the update of the Legislative Subcommittee and encouraged members interested in participating to use the Subcommittee ListServe. 
a. Sign up: http://lists.flabizlists.org/listinfo.cgi/bizlitlegislation-flabizlists.org

8. Judicial Chairs’ gave their reports on state of affairs in Federal and State court.

9. New Issues
a. The committee considered the proposed triple motion from Bankruptcy/UCC Committte concerning the following:
·  UCC 9-406 and 9-408 (UCC)
· Judgment Lien (UCC)
· The Committee approved a motion to support the proposed triple motions. 

b. The committee considered the proposed triple motion from the Chapter 48 Task Force as follows:
· To support changes to Chapter 48, F.S. and Chapter 15 to: (1) simplify the methods of service of process on business entities to eliminate redundancies and inconsistencies, (2) clarify the statutory scheme to avoid confusion, (3) better elucidate the methods for effectuating service of process in foreign countries, and (4) modernize the methods and procedures for service of process on business entities, while ensuring compliance with fundamental notions of due process.

· Motion to approve triple motion as modified (by adding the underlined language) by James Murphy. Second by Adina Pollan. Motion passed without objection and noting the abstentions of the members of the judiciary. 

· Chair will present Triple Motion at Executive Council Meeting. 

10. Legislative issues:
a. Restrictive Covenants –
i. Giacomo Bossa provided an update - It is uncertain whether there will be any movement on this issue in the legislature next year. Task force is currently open engaging in a dialogue with interested legislators. 

b. Offers of judgment
i. Allison Leonard provided an update. The position of the section was approved in the Spring. A subgroup of members are prepared to meet with interested legislators concerning the Section’s position on any future bills concerning offers of judgment. 

c. Cy pres – 
i. Allison Leonard provided an update. The Committee remains interested in monitoring the issue. 

11. Substantive Committees Update
a. UCC
i. Adina Pollan provided update – There are persons working on an ABC Glitch bill, which may involve this committee. Currently four sub-committees have finished work and are preparing reports.
 
b. E-Discovery
i. Avery and Zachary Hyman discuss e-discovery proposed triple motion matter of amendments to Florida Civil Discovery Rules as follows: 
· Changes and implementation of pretrial conference 
· Rule 1.280 – modified to include provisions including electronic discovery to make consistent with fed rules of civ pro
· Rule 1.350 – requires meet and confer prior to motion to compel, imposes sanctions
· Rule 1.540 – modified with respect to non-party subpoena. Allows court to quash if seeking confidential/trade secret, incorporates proportionality requirement 
ii. Rick Gross – raises issues that companion rules were not attached, and effect on Small Claim and County Court aspects. 

c. Computer
i. Woody Pollack provided update. The committee had a discussion of recent CFA decision. 
ii. Amir Isaiah provided update concerning Gaming Study Group that will be formed in light of recent legislation. For those who wish to participate please email isaiah@ForThePeople.com 

d. IP
i. Jim Matulis provided update on legislation proposed and passed. 

12. Non-Substantive Committees Update:
a. Pro Bono
Maxine Long provided update. At the retreat there will be a pro bono table to help members sign up for a pro bono case. 
Updated Best Practices Manual - Microsoft Word - 53680438_1.doc (flabizlaw.org)

b. IMF/Membership
i. Angelique Gulla and Rick Gross provided update concerning Diversity Policy in light of recent Supreme Court rule change.

c. UCRERA
i. Amanda Fernandez provided update. Requested to reinstate task force to draft Glitch Bill to address issues raised by RPPTL. 
· Motion by Amanda Fernandez to present motion to EC to reinstitute UCRERA. Motion seconded by Amir Isaiah. Motion passed without objection and noting the abstentions of the members of the judiciary. 
·  
d. Labor Day Retreat – 
i. Amanda Fernandez provided update. Retreat will be in person this year. Registration and room block will open to everyone after the EC meeting. 

e. Communications – Adina Pollan provides update. 

f. CLE
i. Business Law Section CLE Initiative
· Summary Judgment CLE is available online for purchase. 

13. Adjournment
a. Motion to Adjourn by Allison Leonard. Motion seconded by Angelique Gulla 
b. Meeting Adjourned at 1:58. 
