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Business Law Section of the Florida Bar 
 
 

Business Litigation Committee  
 

LABOR DAY MEETING 
Saturday, August 31, 2024 

9:00 a.m. 
 
Joseph Van de Bogart, Chair 
Utibe Ikpe, First Vice Chair 
Jason Hilborn, Second Vice Chair 
Judge Darrin Gayles, Federal Judicial Chair  
Judge Edward LaRose, State Judicial Chair 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
Chair Van de Bogart calls to order at 9:05am 
 
2. Pro Bono Pledge 

The mission of the Pro Bono Committee is to achieve 100% participation in Pro Bono Service 
by Business Law Section members and attorneys in their firms.  

 
Chair Van de Bogart explains the pro bono pledge and how all members are required to take it. 
 
3. Introduction of Judicial Chairs 
 
Chair Van de Bogart introduces Federal Judicial Chair Judge Darrin Gayles and State Judicial 
Chair Judge Edward LaRose 
 
4. Committee Member Introductions 
 
Members of the committee in attendance introduce themselves. 
 
5. Housekeeping Matters 

a. Review of Website and Resources  
i. Email sign up for new committee members 

ii. Manny Farach’s case law update (also through mailing list) 
b. Review of Committee Level Listserv  

i. Sign up: http://lists.flabizlists.org/listinfo.cgi/bizlit-flabizlists.org 
c. Review of Legislation Subcommittee / Listserv 

i. Overview and call for volunteers. 
ii. Sign up: http://lists.flabizlists.org/listinfo.cgi/bizlitlegislation-flabizlists.org 
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Chair Van de Bogart talks about all the materials available on the Business Law Section website.  
He encourages people to sign up for the email lists, to check out the websites, and to review the 
materials on them.  Encourages people to sign up; check out websites; and materials 

 
6. Action Items 

 
a. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the Annual Meeting (materials attached) 

 
A motion was made to approve the meeting minutes from the Annual Meeting, it was seconded, 
and hearing no objections, it was passed. 
 
7. Discussion Items 
 

(A) Offers of Settlement/Judgment.  Chair Van de Bogart introduces issue involving offers 
of settlement/judgment and proposes setting up a study group to evaluate problems with the issue 
and how to fix them by taking a wholistic approach.  A few people volunteer, including Joseph 
Coleman, and a sign-up sheet is circulated around the room.  A motion is then made for a joint 
committee/study group with the rules committee to address the issue.  The motion was seconded, 
but after discussion, it was withdrawn. 
 

(B) Direct vs. Derivative Study Group (Fla. Stat. § 607.0750(2)(b)). Chair Van de Bogart 
proposes a study group on this and asks for someone to lead it other than Giacomo Bossa, who 
needed to get it off his plate.  Zane Katz volunteers to lead. 
 
 

(C) Fla. Stat. §44.104 Task Force.  A motion was made to vote on § 44.104 proposed 
amendments.  Judge Alan fine gives a presentation on the proposed changes.  Lots of discussion 
ensued.  The motion carries with Chair Van De Bogart and Judges Gayles and LaRose abstaining. 
 
 (D) Article 12.  A presentation from outside the committee is made on Article 12, which 
was passed by the Blockchain Committee and pending before the UCC Committee. 
 
 (E) Chapter 48 Service of Process.  A presentation was made on a glitch bill for service of 
process.  A motion was made for a vote of support, seconded, and approved, with Chair Van De 
Bogart and Judges Gayle and LaRose abstaining. 
  

 
8.  Updates 
 

a. Business Law Section Legislative Update – No updates 

1. Judgment Liens – SB 984   
2. Securities and Securities Transactions – SB 532  
3. Warehouse Liens – HB 179  
4. Corporations – SB 1198  

 



   
 

{03206033.DOCX.}   
 

 
 

 
a. Task Force Updates  

i. Business Courts – Nothing to report 
ii. Ch. 517 Task Force – Nothing to report 

iii. Restrictive Covenants – monitoring  
iv. Financial Literacy (materials attached) – Nothing to report 
v. Fla. Stat. § 607.0750 and Fla. Stat. § 605.0801 – Nothing to report 

vi. UCREARA – Nothing to report 
 

b. Substantive Committee Updates 
i. Bankruptcy/UCC – CLE Tax Presentation; passing triple motion on second 

bankruptcy; Article 12 presentation 
ii. Blockchain & Digital Assets – Nothing to report 

iii. Computer & Technology Law – Nothing to report 
iv. Corporations, Securities & Financial Services – Nothing to report 
v. Intellectual Property – Nothing to report 

 
c. Standing Committee Updates 

i. Amicus – Nothing to report 
ii. CLE – Nothing to report 

iii. Communications – Nothing to report 
iv. eDiscovery and Digital Evidence – 2 CLEs planned, on proportionality and 

phones; publishing an article; planning big bar meeting 
v. Inclusion, Mentoring & Fellowship Committee (IMF) – Met yesterday, meeting 

new fellows 
vi. Membership – Nothing to report 

vii. Pro Bono – Nothing to report 
viii. Rules of Court – Meeting later, working on Summary Judgment Rules and Rule 

of Evidence 801 and Bankruptcy Rules; created a joint work group with e-
discovery to explore a form for ESI protocol; working with Civil Rules on 
trying to address proposed changes to proportionality 

 
d. Florida Bar Committee Updates 

i. Civil Rules Committee – Working on Interrogatory Rules 
ii. Rules of Evidence Committee – Nothing to Report 

 
e. Business Litigation CLE update 

i. CLE presentation scheduled for October 8, 2024 on Non-Compete 
and FTC 

ii. Legislative Update Signature CLE scheduled for Spring 2024 – May 
date pending 

iii. 4 CLE presentations are in the works for BizLit 
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9. Miscellaneous 
 
Motion to form study group on Offers of Judgment/Settlement seconded and passed with Chair 
Van De Bogart and Judges Gayle and LaRose abstaining. 
 
* * * 
 
New Business Concluded 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
10. CLE Presentation 

-  


