
   
 

   
 

Minutes of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar 
 
 

Business Litigation Committee  
 

WINTER MEETING 
Thursday, January 23, 2025 

1:00 p.m. 
 
Joseph Van de Bogart, Chair 
Utibe Ikpe, First Vice Chair 
Jason Hilborn, Second Vice Chair 
Judge Darrin Gayles, Federal Judicial Chair  
Judge Edward LaRose, State Judicial Chair 
 
 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
Chair called meeting to order at 1:04pm. 
Introduction of chair and vice chair 
Second vice chair could not make it and sends regrets. 
 
2. Pro Bono Pledge 
 
Chair leads the committee in stating the pro bono pledge: 

The mission of the Pro Bono Committee is to achieve 100% participation in Pro Bono Service 
by Business Law Section members and attorneys in their firms.  

 
3. Introduction of Judicial Chairs 

 
Chair introduces both judicial chairs who are present. 
 
4. Committee Member Introductions 
 
Committee members introduce themselves. 
 
5. Housekeeping Matters 

a. Review of Website and Resources  
i. Email sign up for new committee members 

ii. Manny Farach’s case law update (also through mailing list) 
b. Review of Committee Level Listserv  

i. Sign up: http://lists.flabizlists.org/listinfo.cgi/bizlit-flabizlists.org 
c. Review of Legislation Subcommittee / Listserv 

i. Overview and call for volunteers. 
ii. Sign up: http://lists.flabizlists.org/listinfo.cgi/bizlitlegislation-flabizlists.org 



   
 

   
 

6. Action Items 
 

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the Labor Day Retreat Meeting (materials 
attached) 

 
Minutes from labor day are approved  
 
7. Discussion Items 
 

(A) Offers of Settlement/Judgment Study Group – Joey Coleman.  
 
Group was created during the labor day retreat. Action items: understand the text of rule and create 
a cle that will be ready by next labor day. Will be holding monthly zooms starting in February. 
Sending sign up sheet for participation in study group. Specifically requested for fellows to join 
and get involved. 
 
Chair explains that there are many issues with ambiguity. 
 

(B) Direct vs. Derivative Study Group (Fla. Stat. § 607.0750(2)(b)).  
 
Zane Katz presented on issue. Says that the study group determined that the statute was proper, 
but the uniformity in practice was an issue, and could potentially benefit from Guidance. Zane and 
Michelle Surarez would like to convert study group into a task force. Plan is in next 12-18 months 
to create a pdf guide to evaluate all ancillary issues to get a more unfirm application. Motion is 
made to suggest to EC to create task force. Woody makes a friendly amendment to suggest that 
the EC create a task force including corporations and business litigation 
 
 

(C) Fla. Stat. §44.104 Task Force.   
 
Allison Leonard presented on task force. The task force approved of the final language and white 
paper. Obtained big bar approval and circulated to interest groups and other sections. Still awaiting 
comments. 3rd DCA had a favorable ruling recently. Not on 2025 legislative session, but hoping 
to get on 2026. 
 
 (D) Article 12.   
No update 
 
 (E) Chapter 48 Service of Process.   
 
Woody says EC approved glitch bill to propose to legislators. Fixes some issues that have been 
raised. 

 
8.  Updates 
 

a. Business Law Section Legislative Update – Legislation of Interest 



   
 

   
 

 
1. Consumer Finance Loans – SB 162 by Sen. Lori Berman (D-Boynton Beach) 

prohibits persons from engaging in specified actions to evade the requirements of ch. 
516, F.S. – the regulation of trade, commerce, investments, and solicitations.  The bill 
provides that consumer finance loans made in violation of such prohibitions are void 
and uncollectible and provides construction relating to when a person is deemed to be 
a lender subject to such prohibitions. 

2. Judicial Sales Procedures – SB 48 by Sen. Ileana Garcia (R-Miami) specifies that 
courts must follow certain provisions when ordering the sale of real or personal 
property unless the use of other specified procedures is ordered.  The bill also 
designates the “Transparency in Judicial Sales and Foreclosure Sales Act” which 
prohibits a court from allowing the use of bidding credits or certain other offsets in 
specified judicial sales or foreclosure sales and authorizes courts to order an alternate 
judicial sales procedure under specified conditions. 
 
-Adina  who  is the chair of the bankruptcy UCC committee gave an update on this 
issue.  
 

3. Legal Tender – SB 132 by Sen. Ana Maria Rodriguez (R-Doral) specifies that specie 
legal tender and electronic currency are legal tender, specifies that certain transactions 
of specie do not give rise to tax liability, prohibit persons from compelling others to 
tender or accept specie as legal tender, and authorizes governmental entities to 
recognize specie legal tender for certain payments. 

4. Limited Liability Companies – SB 316 by Sen. Lori Berman (D-Boynton Beach) 
defines the terms “registered foreign protected series of a foreign series limited 
liability company” and “registered foreign series limited liability 
company,”  specifies that certain limited liability companies are considered a 
nonresident under certain circumstances, creates the “Uniform Protected Series 
Provisions,” provides for powers and prohibitions for protected series of series 
limited liability companies, and authorizes domestic limited liability companies to 
establish protected series. 

5. Prohibited Practices in Consumer Debt Collection – HB 147 by Rep. Peggy 
Gossett-Seidman (R-Boca Raton) and SB 232 by Sen. Ana Maria Rodriguez (R-
Doral) revise prohibited practices for person attempting to collect consumer debt. 

6. Service of Process - HB 157 by Rep. Mike Redondo (R-Miami) expands the hours 
during which registered agents are required to keep designated registered office, 
specifies that certain registered agents may be served process in specified manner, 
authorizes service of process by personally serving receiver for specified domestic 
entities in receivership during pendency of receivership, requires that certain 
substituted service of process be issued in name of party to be served in care of the 
Secretary of State, authorizes the use of specified substituted service method, 
provides that the Secretary of State and the Department of State are not parties to 
lawsuits and may not be served additional court filings by reason of specified 
substituted service, authorizes substituted service on the Secretary of State in 
specified circumstances, and provides retroactive application. 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/162
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/48
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/132
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/316
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/147
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/232
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/157


   
 

   
 

7. Service of Process in Proceedings for Protection of Vulnerable Adults - HB 97 by 
Rep. Kevin Steele (R-Hudson) and HB 106 by Sen. Jonathan Martin (R-Fort Myers) 
authorize the use of substitute service on unascertainable respondents and require that 
any proposed transfer of funds or property in dispute be held for specified time 
period. 

 
a. Task Force Updates  

i. Business Courts -No update 
ii. Ch. 517 Task Force - No update 

iii. Restrictive Covenants - No update 
iv. Financial Literacy - No update 
v. Fla. Stat. § 607.0750 and Fla. Stat. § 605.0801 -No update 

vi. UCREARA -This was shut down 
 

b. Substantive Committee Updates 
i. Bankruptcy/UCC  

Adina gave an update. Stating there were 2 other proposed legislations and joint 
CLE coming up on BK for state court litigants. 
 

ii. Blockchain & Digital Assets –No update 
 

iii. Computer & Technology Law -No update 
 

iv. Corporations, Securities & Financial Services -No update 
 

v. Intellectual Property -No update 
 

c. Standing Committee Updates 
i. Amicus -no update 

 
ii. CLE -No update 

 
iii. Communications -No update 

 
iv. eDiscovery and Digital Evidence -no update 

 
v. Inclusion, Mentoring & Fellowship Committee (IMF)-No update  

 
 

vi. Membership  
There will be fellow and Mark stein will be working on  a reach out to board 
certified attorneys that are not members to get them involved with the section. 
 

vii. Pro Bono -No update 
 

viii. Rules of Court  

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/97
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2025/106


   
 

   
 

 
Chris Decort suggest that Business lit folks attend rules of court bc plenty overlap. Spoke about 
January amendments. New case management requirements. No action items from rules of court 
right now. S Ct entered an opinion this morning clarifying initial disclosures and discovery. Made 
clear that no discovery can happen before initial disclosures.  
 
Looking a fed rule 34 and look at interrogatory rules, and objection not made timely is waived. 
Request to edit RFP language to include waiver language. Putting together march CLE on 
proportionality and ESI. 

 
d. Florida Bar Committee Updates 

i. Civil Rules Committee – no update 
ii. Rules of Evidence Committee – no update 

 
e. Business Litigation CLE update 

i. CLE presentation held in on Non-Compete and FTC 
ii. CLE scheduled for February 6, 2025 on Critical Liability Insurance 

Issues for Litigators.  
iii. New Rules of Civil Procedure CLE Update –  there was a joint CLE 

on new rules 
iv. February 6- insurance CLE on identifying potential insurance in 

Business litigation  
 

v. Legislative Update Signature CLE scheduled for Spring 2025 – May 
date pending- Looking for presenters. 

 
vi. 4 CLE presentations are in the works for BizLit – chair provided 

updated on CLEs. 
8. New Business 

a. No new business 
b. Joey request people to sign up for study group 

9. Adjourn  
Meeting adjourned at 2:05pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


