
 

Minutes for the Meeting of the Bankruptcy/UCC Committee 
of the Business Law Section of the Florida Bar at the Annual Meeting 

 
Thursday, June 26, 2025, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.,  

The Boca Raton Resort, Boca Raton, Florida 

 
 
 
Adina Pollan, Chair adina@hakimian.us 
Matthew Hale, First Vice-Chair (Legislative)  mhale@srbp.com 
Andrew Layden, Second Vice-Chair (Study Groups/CLE)  alayden@bakerlaw.com  
The Hon. Mindy Mora, Judicial Chair 

I. Welcome & Approval of Minutes from the Prior Meeting - Exhibit A 
 
Chair Adina Pollan commenced the meeting at approximately 1:04 pm ET. Ms. Pollan 
introduced the committee’s leadership and welcome attendees. The attendees introduced 
themselves to the group. 
 
Don Workman made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 25, 2025 meeting. 
Mr. Kenneth Muerna seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously. 
 

II. Introductions of Special Guests and Pro Bono Reminder 
 
Chair Adina Pollan discussed the BLS and Bankruptcy/UCC Committee’s goal to achieve 
100% participation in pro bono service by BLS members and attorneys and their firms. Ms. 
Pollan outlined the items in the Agenda regarding ways Committee members can 
participate in pro bono activities. 
 

III. Business Law Section Update & Welcome 
Manny Farach, Section Chair 
Stephanie Lieb, Section Chair-Elect 
Peter Valori, Section Treasurer 
Robert Barron, Section Secretary 
Gregory Yadley, Section Chair of Long-Range Planning 
Mark Stein, Section Immediate Past Chair 
  
Ms. Pollan recognized the above-listed Section leadership (with the exception of Mr. 
Farach who was not present).   
 
Ms. Lieb addressed the Committee and thanked the Committee for its work during the past 
bar year.  Ms. Lieb also discussed upcoming BLS events, including (i) the Labor Day 
Retreat at Marco Island, Florida, (ii) the January meeting in Port Charlotte, Florida, (iii) 
the upcoming Executive Council retreat, and (iv) the next Fla Bar annual retreat.  
 
Mr. Pollock addressed the Committee about BLS legislative issues over the past year, in 
which the BLS supported four bills that all became Florida law, including bills addressing 
(i) Article 12 of the UCC, (ii) service of process, (iii) series LLCs, and (iv) securities. The 
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Committee discussed that it isn’t currently anticipating advancing any bills in the upcoming 
2026 session, but may take defensive or other positions with respect to proposed 
legislation.  
 
Mr. Valori provided an update to the Committee about the BLS’s financial position, and 
thanked the Committee for its hard work on financial issues, including presenting 
significant CLEs that contributed to additional revenue for the Committee.  
  

IV. Legislation 
 

A. Legislative Overview for 2025 Session 
Woody Pollack, Legislation Committee Chair 
Dineen Wasylik, Legislation Vice Chair 
Aimee Diaz Lyon, Section Lobbyist 
 
There was no update from Mr. Pollack, Ms. Wasylik, or Ms. Lyon, other than that otherwise 
noted herein. 
 

1. Chapter 617 Task Force (Not-For-Profit Statute) 

Toni Tsetanova – Exhibit B 

 

Ms. Tsetanova addressed the Committee about the Chapter 617 Task Force, and 

outlined the major changes proposed in the statute and the proposed triple motion 

related thereto that will be presented to the Executive Council on June 26. 

 

2. Trademark Task Force 

Dineen Wasylik, Terry Sanks – Exhibit C 

 

Ms. Wasylik addressed the Committee above the Trademark Task Force, and outlned 

the changes proposed in the statute and the proposed triple motion related thereto that 

will be presented to the Executive Council on June 26. 

 

B. Legislative Review Subcommittee 
Matt Hale, Legislative Vice Chair 
Thomas Zeichman, Bob Charbonneau, Ivan Reich, Zach Hyman, Joseph Pack, Jessey 
Krehl, Jodi Dubose, Luis Rivera, James Silver, Steve Wirth, Christian Haman, Justin Luna, 
Jim Moon, Jesus Lozano, Dave Jennis, Paul Giordano, Alma Torres 
 
Ms. Pollan recognized Mr. Hale. Mr. Hale thanked members of the Legislative Review 
Subcommittee for their efforts during the year.  Mr. Hale discussed the bills that have been 
passed in the last legislative session.  Mr. Hale also discussed the proposed Judicial Sales 
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legislation during the last session, including the origin of the bill, its substance, the 
Committee’s opposition to the bill in its current form (including issues such as limitations 
on credit bidding and minimum sales prices), the Committee’s efforts to oppose the bill 
(including the Committee working with the Section lobbyists and the Florida Bankers 
Association), and the ultimate failure of the bill to be passed.  Mr. Hale suggested that a 
study group be created in case the bill is re-filed in the next legislative session.  
 
A motion to create a study group was made by Ms. Lynn Sherman. The motion was 
seconded by Christian Haman.  The motion passed unanimously.  A sign-up sheet was 
circulated for members to join the study group.  The leadership of the study group will be 
named later. 
 
Mr. Hale recognized Mr. Layden, the incoming Vice-Chair, who will take the lead on 
Legislative issues in the next bar year. Mr. Layden addressed going forward issues for the 
Legislative Review Subcommittee and circulated a sign-up sheet for members to join the 
Subcommittee.  

 
1. HB 547, Medical Debt – Passed  

(Rep. Bill Partington, R-Daytona Beach) 

No update. 
 

2. SB 232, Prohibited Practices in Consumer Debt Collection – Passed  

(Sen. Ana Maria Rodriguez, R-Miami) 

No update. 
 

3. HB 515, Uniform Commercial Code – Passed  

(Rep. Richard Gentry, R-Debary) 

Study Group – does Study Group need to be disbanded? 

UCC Article 12 – New Fla. Stat. § 669 and Related UCC Amendments 
Robert Kain rkain@conceptlaw.com 
Matthew Hale 
The Hon. Mindy A. Mora 

 Ms. Pollan recognized Mr. Kain who addressed the Committee about the successful 
passage of the UCC Article 12 statute. Mr. Kain thanked a number of members of the Committee 
for their work on the statute that was passed.  Mr. Kain noted that “central bank digital currency” 
was excluded from the Florida statute, which to Mr. Kain appears to be the only substantive 
change to the proposed statute prior to it being passed and signed into law.  
 
 The UCC Study group was disbanded. 
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4. SB 48/HB 1375, Judicial Sales Procedures – Did Not Pass 

(Sen. Ileana Garcia, R-Miami; Rep. Fabian Basabe, R-Miami Beach) 

 

As set forth above, a Study Group was formed to address this bill (or similar bills) if 
proposed.  

 

5. SB 162/HB 937, Consumer Finance Loans – Did Not Pass 

(Sen. Lori Bernman, D-Boynton Beach; Rep. Lisa Dunkley, D-Lauderhill) 

 No update. 
 

C. Legislative Items Being Monitored  
 

1. Florida Statute § 28.222(3)(f) 
Matt Hale 
 

 Mr. Hale addressed the Committee about the above-referenced statute and a potential issue 
raised by a Committee member regarding the inability to file anything with some Clerk’s office 
(such as a Notice of Commencement of a bankruptcy case) other than a “petition for bankruptcy, 
which is expressly listed in the statute.  Mr. Hale asked Committee members whether they believed 
this issue merited further action.  The Honorable Judge McEwen mentioned potential contacting 
the Clerk’s Association or Clerks of Court about the issue going forward. After discussion, the 
Committee decided to keep this item on the agenda for the Labor Day Retreat to consider whether 
the Committee should further consider this issue. 

2. Foreclosure Notice Bill 
April Stone, Hon. Catherine Peek McEwen 

No update. 

3. Federal Legislative Updates 
 
a. H.R.1017 - Bankruptcy Venue Reform Act 

(There is no companion bill in the Senate) 
118th Congress (2023-2024) 
John Hutton, Hon. Catherine Peek McEwen 

  
 No update. 
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 The Honorable Judge McEwen updated the Committee on the BAIA legislation being 
considered in Congress, which among other things would (i) extend the Middle District of Florida 
and Southern District of Florida temporary judgeships, (ii) guarantees the per case compensation 
for Chapter 7 trustees be moved higher in priority and included from $60 to $120, but eliminates 
payments for cases where there is not filing fee paid, and (iii) includes a small increase in Chapter 
11 filing fees.  
 

b. Amendments to Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 16, 26 and new Rule 16.1; 
Bankruptcy Rules 3002.1 and 8006; Evidence Rule 801. 
 

FRCP 16, 12/1/24 – Amendment slated to go into effect 
Bankruptcy Rules 3002.1, 12/1/25 – Rule slated to go into effect 

 
 Ms. Pollan addressed the passage of the above-referenced amendments and asked for any 
comment from the Committee.  The Honorable Judge McEwen stated that a federal rules 
committee is considering whether Bankruptcy Courts should have authority to appoint special 
masters, especially on the issues of allowance of fees and discovery disputes, and that issue 
remains open. Judge McEwen suggested that the Committee monitor any amendments to the rules 
so that the Committee can consider taking a position.  

D. Study Groups 
 

1. Judicial Sales Procedures – added into rotation 

No update, except for those set forth herein. 

2. Commercial Financing Disclosure Law – Product Brokers & Providers 
HB 1353 by Rep. Bankson (R-Apopka)  
Jocelyn Macelloni, Matt Hale, Dan Etlinger, Diane Wells, Mark Wolfson, John 
Hutton – Exhibit D 

 
 Ms. Pollan addressed the Committee above the current state of Florida law with respect 
to the above-referenced statute, and the need for creation of a study group to examine issues 
relating to the statute. Mr. Hale also addressed the Committee above the need for a study group 
on issues relating to the statute. The Honorable Judge Mora further supported the creation of a 
study group and discussed the practical effect on lawyers and the Florida business community. A 
sign-up sheet was circulated for members who wish to join the already-existing committee.  

a. Florida Exemption Study Group – to be disbanded 
Kelly Roberts, Luis Rivera  
 
This study group was disbanded. 
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3. ABC Study Group 
Trish Redmond, Jodi Dubose 
 
Ms. Pollan recognized Ms. DuBose. ABI created a study group to consider 
Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors, and that task force will be issuing 
recommendations that will be very different from what currently exists in Florida. 
Ms. DuBose suggested that the ABC Study Group remain active and consider 
whether some or all of the ABI task force recommendations should be adopted into 
Florida law. A sign in sheet was circulated for members to volunteer to participate.  
 

V. Continuing Legal Education 
 
A. CLE Programs Since 2024 September Meeting 

 
Ms. Pollan discussed the CLE programs that have occurred during the past year, and 
thanked those who participated in the CLEs: (i) A Whole New World: What Florida 
Litigators Need to Know About Bankruptcy; (ii) ABCs, Receiverships & Beyond; (iii) 
Insolvency Options for Florida Businesses; and (iv) The Judge Michael G. Williamson 
View from the Florida Bankruptcy Bench. 

 
B. Future CLE Programs Relevant to this Committee 

 
Mr. Layden discussed the upcoming CLEs at the Labor Day Retreat and beyond and 
solicited members to submit ideas for future CLE ideas. 

C. Ideas for Future CLEs: 

 
No updates other than that set forth herein. 
 

D. CLE Committee Report & Florida Bar Journal 
 
Mr. Etlinger provided a brief update on the CLE Committee and invited submission 
for Florida Bar articles. 
 
Ms. Pollan provided an update on behalf of Mr. Brad Saxton and requested signups for 
volunteers for the case digest.  
 

VI. Communications Committee Report & BLS Newsletter  

Judge Hyman addressed the Committee about the Communications Committee, including 
that the Communications Committee may be circulating a questionnaire to BLS members about 
their interactions with the BLS and how it can be improved.  
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VII. Out of State Division Newsletter Submissions 
 
Don Workman, Hon. Catherine Peek McEwen 
 
Mr. Workman addressed the Committee above the Out of State Division. He thanked Judge 
McEwen for her involvement. Mr. Workman asked for articles for the out-of-state newsletter. 
 

VIII. Cross-Committee Partnership and Other Liaison Reports 
 
A. IMF Committee – Katherine Van de Bogart, Valerie David, The Hon. Lori Vaughn, 

The Hon. Virginia Norton .    
 
No update. 

 
B. Financial Literacy – John Hutton, Tara Trevorrow, The Hon. Jay Brown.  

 
Ms. Lieb addressed the Committee and addressed the task force’s focus on elderly 
Floridians going forward. Ms. Lieb asked for volunteers.  

 
C. Membership Committee – Christina Taylor, Luis Rivera, Zach Evangelista, The 

Hon. Karen Specie 
 
No update.  
 

D. Pro Bono – Tara Trevorrow, Raina Shipman, Luis Rivera, The Hon. Laurel Myerson 
Isicoff 

No update. 
 

E. Scholar and Fellows Retention Task Force – Zack Hyman, Chris Broussard, The Hon. 
Catherine McEwen 
 
No update.  
 

F. Regional Bankruptcy Bar Liaisons 
Megan Murray mmurray@underwoodmurray.com (BBA-ND Fla., BBA-SD Fla., 
TBBA) 
Christian Haman chaman@dallagolaw.com (CFBLA, JBBA, SFBPA) 
  
No update.  
 

G. American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI)  
Adina Pollan 
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 Southeast Bankruptcy Workshop – July 24-27, 2025 at The Ritz-Carlton, 

Amelia Island  
 Winter Leadership Conference – December 4-6, 2025 in Tucson, Arizona 
 Annual Spring Meeting – April 23-25, 2026 in Washington, DC 

 
No update.  
 

H. Commercial Law League of America (CLLA) – Robert Charbonneau 
 
No update.  
 

I. Florida Institute of CPAs (FICPA) – Don Workman 
 
Mr. Workman addressed the Committee about the upcoming FICPA meeting at the 
Fountainbleu Miami, and requested volunteers.  

 

IX. New Business 
 

A. Fla. Stat. 319.24 
Dennis Levine – Exhibit E 
 
Mr. Levine addressed the Committee about the above-referenced statute. After the 
passage of the amended statute, the DMV didn’t have a form for accomplishing the 
purposes of the statute.  The DMV worked with members of the Bankruptcy/UCC 
Committee and now has with a new form that allows for a creditor to easily place 
a judgment lien on a vehicle.  Mr. Levine still has some questions that still remain 
open.  Mr. Levine asked if forming a study group would be wise. 
 

X. Future Meetings, Retreats 
 

 Annual Labor Day Retreat – August 29-September 1, 2025, at the JW Marriott Marco 
Island, Marco Island, FL   
 
Mr. Layden addressed the Committee above the upcoming Labor Day Retreat.  

 
 Virtual Fall Florida Bar Meeting – October 14-19, 2025 

 
Ms. Pollan addressed that this meeting will now be part of the January meeting with 
the RPPTL group.  

 
The Meeting was Adjourned at 2:40 p.m. ET. 

 


