
 
 

FINANCIAL LITERACY TASK FORCE 
BLS Labor Day Retreat 

Saturday, August 30, 2025 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Marco Island, Florida 
 
Chair Tara Trevorrow 
Judicial Co-Chair Judge Lori Vaughan 
Vice-Chair Brett Lieberman 

 
MINUTES 

 
I. Introduction and Welcome 

All attendees introduced themselves.  
 

II. Attendees 
A. Judge Karen Specie, Marybeth Colon, Judge Laurel Isicoff, Steve 

Canter, Elena Ketchum, Aleida Martinez-Molina, Kristopher Pearson, 
Judge Vaughan, Brett Lieberman, Jessey Krehl, Peter Dzuba, 
Stephanie Lieb, Tara Trevorrow 

B. Email addresses:  
karen_specie@flnb.uscourts.gov, marybethc@stslaw.com, 
lmisicoff@flsb.uscourts.gov, steven@elbizlaw.com, eketchum@srbp.com, 
aleida@axslawgroup.com, kpearson@dvcattorneys.com, 
lori_vaughan@flmb.uscourts.gov, brett@elrolaw.com, 
jessey@packlaw.com, slieb@trenam.com, 
tara_trevorrow@flsb.uscourts.gov, pdzuba@b2b.legal  

 
Note: Interested persons who asked after the meeting to be included on the 
BLS/FLTF mailing list: 
John Eargle  

 
III. Approval of Last Meeting Minutes 

A. Past meeting minutes approved. (Elena Ketchum motion, Judge Specie 
second, all in favor.)  
 

IV. Ongoing Work and Initiatives 
A. Financial Literacy for New Professionals 

1. Want to keep this initiative alive. May help with BLS 
membership, and there is a need for initiating open financial 
discussions with newer professionals. (Help newer practitioners 
establish themselves in the profession without financial issues.)  
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2. Steve Canter offered to investigate ways to promote the 
initiative and keep it active.  

3. Consider reaching out to law schools to initiate liaison with 
student voluntary bar associations.  

a. TT has contact at FIU, can share info as needed.  
B. Veterans Financial Wellness Summit 

1. BLS has $10,000 earmarked for this initiative.  
2. Considering a joint venture between all federal districts in 

Florida (Northern, Middle, Southern). 
3. TT to send Zoom link for follow up meeting in 

October/November.  
C. $enior$mart$ (formerly Elder$mart$) Program 

1. Abundant interest in this initiative.  
2. Stephanie Lieb suggested that we could use a portion of the 

$10,000 previously earmarked for Veterans’ initiative to 
promote this project as there will be overlap in the target 
audiences. 

3. Ideas of places to present: 
a. Elks Lodge 
b. Masonic Lodge 
c. Senior Centers 
d. Public Libraries 
e. The Villages 
f. YMCA 
g. Voluntary Bar Associations 

4. Strong volunteer/presenter/organizer base needed. 
a. Will start working on that while materials are being 

finalized.  
b. Brett Lieberman – Will create organization chart for 

volunteers/flow of information. 
5. Name changes suggested by Judge Isicoff and approved by all 

(from Elder$mart$ to $enior$mart$). 
6. Suggest training volunteers by requiring them to attend a 

training session and/or shadow an experienced presenter at 
least once. 

7. Additional resources:  
a. My Florida CFO (Be Scam Smart): 

https://myfloridacfo.com/safe  
8. Action items for attendees:  

a. Aleida Martinez-Molina – will coordinate translation and 
dual language presentations (Spanish/English) with the 
Cuban American Bar Association (CABA). 
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b. Judge Isicoff – Will reach out to the Haitian American 
Bar Association for translation/dual language 
presentations in Creole. 

c. Elena Ketchum – Will coordinate joint venture 
participation with Tampa Bay Bar Association and 
Hillsborough County Bar Association. 

d. Marybeth Colon – Will coordinate program in Northern 
District of Florida. 

e. Judge Vaughan – Will coordinate with Central Florida 
Bar Association. 

f. Jessey Krehl – Will help TT with administration and 
coordination as needed.  

g. TT – Will send Zoom link for meeting 1-2 months out. 
h. TT – Will include Tracey Eller on communications.  
i. TT – Will send materials with deadline for comments. 
j. TT – Will send link to additional materials located on 

Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Florida 
website (pro bono page). 

 
V. New Business 

A. See above discussion re $enior$mart$ 
 

VI. Adjournment 
A. Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JK Edits – 9.2.2025 


